Registration of the Green
By way of background to the decision recorded below the Council’s position is as follows:
In 1970 the Green was registered as a common under the Commons Registration Act and following an official enquiry the Commons Commissioner determined in 1978 that the Council be registered in the Commons Register as owner of the Green.
Being aware of the fact that the Land Registry are encouraging owners of land to register their title at the Land Registry, and that titles to all properties surrounding the Green are already registered at the Land Registry, and that a further period of ownership of the Green of 10 years has elapsed since the last attempt by the Council to register their title at the Land Registry, the Council have determined to again explore the possibility of registration of their freehold title at the Land Registry.
The Council are of the view that registration would be of benefit to the Parish by providing certainty of ownership to the outside world and the avoidance of any claims of ownership in the future by any outside body or person. It would also enable the Council to grant effective deeds of easement for access or services over the Green.
The Council have agreed that if they succeed in securing a registered title at the Land Registry they will be willing to grant a confirmatory deed of easement  for any legal rights of way over access roads ways tracks or drives over the Green already acquired by any owner of a property in the Parish. The same will apply in respect of existing legal rights for services under or over the Green in respect of such property. No consideration will be payable for any such deed save that the property owner will have to pay the Council’s reasonable legal fees.
In the case of any deed of easement already granted by the Council the Council will consent to such deed being recorded on their new registered title.

Except for any access roads ways tracks or drives on the Green maintained by any highway authority the Council will continue to require any deed of easement for any access road way track or drive to give responsibility for maintenance and repair to the property owner with the benefit of the deed. Where there is more than one user with a right of way the responsibility will be shared in a fair proportion.
The Council have agreed that they will not charge any property owner in the Parish for laying Gigaclear connections to the new service but any route under the Green will first have to be agreed with the Council and all damage made good.
Given this background, Richard Wheeler reported to the meeting (having already reported to the members of Council prior to the meeting) that as a retired solicitor he had had discussions and correspondence during the summer with Mr Lewis, Senior Assistant Land Registrar, having asked Mr Lewis to take a fresh look at the matter after 10 years when the Council were last in touch with him. Mr Lewis had reviewed the matter carefully and had now agreed to receive an application from the Council for first registration of the Green with absolute title. He had also agreed to no longer require newspaper advertising of the application which would have been expensive. Mr Lewis had not guaranteed registration but his indications looked favourable.
RW reported to the meeting that the Council now proposed to apply to the Land Registry for first registration of their freehold title to the Green with absolute title. This would be in respect of what is the common and so would not include the site of the village hall itself which would be dealt with by the Council separately and subsequently. The application would be signed by RW on behalf of the Council acting as layman not legal adviser. The anticipated costs of the application were £139 being £40 land registry fees £25 cost of OS plan and £74 being solicitors fees for RW and the Clerk making statutory declarations in respect of the application and a land charges search. No other costs were currently anticipated unless the Land Registry were to raise further fees, for example for inspection of the site.
RW suggested this was the best opportunity we have had for many years. It was proposed that the Council apply for registration of the Green with absolute title in respect of the common land and that the application be signed by Richard Wheeler on behalf of the Council. This proposal was unanimously agreed.
