
2017 sees the 900th 
anniversary of the 
founding of the 
Augustinian Abbey of St 
Mary, in Cirencester, by 
King Henry 1 in 1117.

To mark this historic occasion, 
plans are underway for a 
year-long festival in the 
town that will see a wide 
range of exciting ‘Abbey 900’ 
cultural, music, dramatic and 
social events involving the 
whole community. Events 
will include a May Day 
fair, battle re-enactments, 
choral concerts, landmark 
historical exhibitions, a triathlon, an arts festival for 
children, sponsored construction of a 70,000 piece lego 
model of the abbey (£1 per brick), and other special 
church-based activities. These events will involve 
close collaboration between the Parish Church, the 
Town Council, Cirencester Chamber of Commerce and 
Cirencester Community Development Trust, as well as a 
wide base of Cotswolds businesses, community groups, 
town clubs and organisations.

The festival will support current strategies to regenerate 
the Abbey Grounds in a manner reflecting their 
historical importance to the town, including new 
tree planting and gathering historical and technical 
information to develop the site.

The Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt. Reverend Rachel 
Treweek, is the Patron of the Abbey 900 Festival and 
was delighted to hear that the recent business launch 
at the Parish Church of St. John Baptist, Market Place, 
Cirencester drew representatives from 120 local firms 
and other organisations.

Firms can become a partner of the festival for £5,000 
but sponsor donations are also available from £100 
upwards.

If you want to find out more please email 
abbey900ciren@gmail.com or telephone 01285 644244.
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Cirencester prepares for Abbey 900 
celebrations!

   Abbey 900 Business Launch gets underway
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Better technology reduces price of car park 
season tickets!
Recent technological advances in the way that 
Cotswold District Council processes applications for 
car park season tickets means that the service can now 
be delivered more cheaply. As a result, the Council 
has passed on these savings directly to motorists, 
and there are now significant reductions for those 
who choose to make one, three or six month flexible 
payments. For example:

• six monthly standard all-day season ticket reduced to  
 £209

• annual season ticket reduced to £418 for a standard  
 all day permit

• annual season ticket reduced to £216 for a standard  
 five hour permit.

For more information please see the CDC website.

Apply now for VisitEngland Awards for 
Excellence 2017
Last year’s ceremony was attended by Cotswold Farm Park’s Adam Henson (second from right)

The VisitEngland Awards for Excellence 2017 programme opened for applications on 24 August with exciting new 
categories for: family friendly businesses; those offering a truly memorable afternoon tea; and businesses excelling 
in welcoming Chinese visitors. Previous winners include the Corinium Museum in Cirencester.

There are a range of categories including, hotels, boutique inns, B&B, self-catering as well as glamping. You can also 
apply for the Guided Tour of the Year, Conference Facilities and Pub of the Year categories.

Details on how to apply and the judging process are available on our website.

The closing date for applications to the family friendly 
businesses category is 30 September, with applications 
for the Great China welcome category closing on 4 
October; nominations for remaining categories close on 
14 October. Finalists will be announced in March 2017 
and the Awards ceremony will take place the following 
month.

If you want to apply then please contact your local 
tourism manager Sally Graff who will be happy to give 
any advice and suggestions.  
sally.graff@cotswold.gov.uk Tel 01285 623050
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Mingle in a Marquee!

Flint & Lambourn Marquees and Fairford & Lechlade Business Club are working together to provide a fabulous, 
exciting networking event for around 100 business people from Burford, Cheltenham, Cirencester, Cricklade, 
Fairford, Faringdon, Highworth, Inglesham, Lechlade, Oxford, Swindon, Wantage and Witney.

From 6.30pm – 9.30pm on Thursday 13th October 2016 they will co-host a drinks reception with a speaker and 
business networking opportunities at Willow Farm, Inglesham, SN6 7QP.

You can explore the potential of marquees to make your business event special – to register to attend please go to 
http://flintmarquees.co.uk/connect/

Hare festival goes Cotswolds-wide!
The much praised Hare Festival around the Cirencester area has given a welcome boost to local tourism and trade, 
as well as providing great fun for local residents. Now 2017 will see this great attraction expanded to encompass 
the whole of the Cotswolds. Fabulous giant hares, hand painted and decorated by local artists, will be popping up 
from Chipping Campden in the north down to Chipping Sodbury in the south and will also be evident as far west 
as Cheltenham stretching over to Woodstock in the east.

The 2017 Cotswolds-wide Hare Trail will be ready to explore from 25 
March until 10 September 2017 and businesses, large and small, are 
being asked to sponsor a hare and enjoy a unique way to advertise.

For details on how to sponsor a hare (including the opportunity to 
choose an artist and decide how to promote your business) please go 
to info@cirencestermarchharefestival.org.uk – and don’t forget that 
the hares are eventually auctioned off for deserving local charities.



Food & Drink Awards  
honour Cotswold Taste 
members
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Three members of Cotswold Taste - The Swan pub at 
Southrop, Godsells Cheese and Pearsons Ciderworks 
- romped home with awards at the prestigious 
14th annual Cotswold Life Food & Drink Awards, 
announced on 25 July 2016. A glittering dinner and 
social event, held at Cheltenham Racecourse, marked 
the occasion, one of the big events of the Cotswold 
food and drink calendar.

Four other Cotswold Taste members—Bow In The 
Cloud vineyard, Corinium Ales Ltd, Phoenix Free 
Range and Ross & Ross Food—also made it through as 
finalists.

The Swan at Southrop’ carried off the ‘Pub Restaurant 
of the Year’ Award. The pub’s manager, Lydia Sheehan, 
said: ‘We’re very excited to be voted best pub 
restaurant. All the staff have worked incredibly hard 
this year to achieve a vision of quality dining using our 
home-grown produce from Thyme’s kitchen garden, 
and supporting local producers across the area.”

‘Once tasted, never forgotten’ was the judges description 
of ‘Leonard Stanley’ the cheese of the year from Godsells 
Cheese — named after the village where Liz and Bryan 
Godsell produce their hand-made cheeses.

The passion in creating them was evident and the 
Godsells’ marketing skills were highlighted. .

Liz and Bryan use milk from their own herd of cows 
and one other local farm. Their cheeses, matured for a 
minimum of 7 months, are suitable for vegetarians.

The prize for best beer, ale or cider of the year was 
claimed by Pearson’s Ciderworks. Lightly sparkling 
with a fruity aroma, this cider is made from 100% 
fresh pressed juice, creating a perfect balance 
between sweetness, acidity and tannins. The 
packaging and information on Pearson’s Ciderworks’ 
bottles was praised by the judges as a clear indicator 
of the time and attention which Mike Pearson, its 
owner, gives to his ciders.

Further category winners were as follows:

BEST INDEPENDENT RETAILER 
Jolly Nice, Frampton Mansell

BEST FARM SHOP 
Court Farm Shop, Cheltenham

FOOD PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 
The Artisan Baker, Stroud (Nelson Loaf )

DRINKS PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 
Day’s Cottage, Brookfield (Apple Juice)

BEST LOCAL SUPPLIER/PRODUCER 
Cotteswold Dairy, Tewkesbury

BEST COTSWOLD MENU 
Lumiere, Cheltenham

RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 
Prithvi, Cheltenham

HOTEL RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 
Eckington Manor, Eckington

CHEF OF THE YEAR 
Shramsul Krori, The Curry Corner, Cheltenham

NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 
The Orchard Deli, Quedgeley

COTSWOLD FOOD HERO 
Rob Rees OBE

Cotswold Taste, the first ever quality marque for food and drink from the Cotswolds, showcases and 
celebrates achievement and success in producing the ‘Very Best of Local’. Members are proud of their 
commitment and their concern to promote their businesses and organisations.
To join Cotswold Taste, or find out more, contact Nick Waloff (Chair): nick.waloff@hotmail.com, 01367-253695 
or Chris Leibbrandt (Secretary): chris@charismaticmarketing.com, 01684-439767



Don’t forget!!!
Please feel free to subscribe to the Cotswold District Council Business Matters Twitter account  @CDCBizmatters  
which features updates about relevant government initiatives, events, conferences, and training opportunities.  
We actively encourage local firms to use it as a platform for promoting their business and the number of followers  
is growing daily. 
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Progress continues on providing decked 
parking in Cirencester

The Council has 
consulted with local 
stakeholder groups on 
a first stage parking 
feasibility report 
from consultants TEP, 
identifying the existing 
car parking sites in 
Cirencester which 
would be most suitable 
for redevelopment as 
decked car parks.

Consequently, we have 
now instructed the 
consultants to begin 
work on a more detailed 
feasibility study focusing 
on the Waterloo, Forum, 
Old Station, and Sheep 
Street car parks in the 
town.

As previously announced, 
three of those car parks 
– Waterloo, Old Station 
and Sheep Street – will 
also form part of a 
tender which will soon 

be issued by the Council, 
inviting external bidders 
to propose mixed use 
redevelopment; the 
primary aim will be to 
achieve a significant 
increase in the town’s 
parking capacity. The 
Council will provide the 
first stage feasibility 
studies undertaken by 
TEP to all prospective 
bidders, and it is 
expected that this should 
expedite the tendering 
process. The Forum 
car park may also be a 
suitable site for future 
development and further 
feasibility studies will 
provide guidance on 
matters such as highway 
access and archaeology.

Work is also progressing 
on calculating the 
number of spaces that 
will be required to meet 
current and future 

needs, in line with the 
planned residential and 
commercial development 
set out in the Draft 
Local Plan. This data will 
be published on the 
Council’s website as soon 
as the calculations are 
completed.

Cllr Mark MacKenzie-
Charrington, the Cabinet 
Member with oversight 
of Cirencester parking, is 
pleased with the progress 
being made:

“It’s good to see things 
moving in the right 
direction, and the steps 
we are taking now 
will ensure that we 
will be well placed to 
accommodate parking 
requirements over the 
next 20 years or so. The 
TEP first stage feasibility 
report is very clear and 
informative and is now 

available on our website 
– it is well worth a read.”

Cllr Mark Harris, Chairman 
of the Cirencester 
Parking Project, is also 
optimistic about the 
future, including more 
immediate requirements:

“The Council is definitely 
gaining traction on this 
important issue, and it 
is great that we have 
formed such good links 
with a range of local 
interest groups. We are 
currently in discussion 
with a number of 
landowners to deliver 
some parking provision 
in the short to medium 
term. I would like to 
see 50 – 100 additional 
spaces provided by next 
summer and we will 
be doing all we can to 
achieve this target.”

PARKING
Cirencester

P
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Local planning in the Cotswolds will reach a significant 
milestone on Thursday 13 October, when residents 
in Lechlade take part in a referendum on the town’s 
Neighbourhood Plan.

If more than 50% of the votes cast support the 
proposals, Cotswold District Counci will ‘make’ the plan, 
at which point it will form part of the Development 
Plan for the District – this means that all planning 
applications in Lechlade parish will be subject to the 
policies in the Neighbourhood Plan.

This is the first Neighbourhood Plan in the Cotswolds 
to reach the final referendum stage and marks the 
conclusion of a process which began in the summer  
of 2013.

Commenting on this neighbourhood planning 
milestone, Cllr Sue Coakley, CDC Cabinet Member 
for Environment and Ward Member for Lechlade, 
Kempsford and Fairford South, said:

“This is a very positive step for local planning in 
Lechlade, and it is good to see that the town is leading 
the way in the District in this regard. Provided the 

referendum supports the Neighbourhood Plan on 13 
October, local residents will have a policy-based way of 
making sure their views and wishes about the location 
and appearance of future developments are taken into 
account.”

CDC Cabinet Member for Forward Planning, Cllr Nick 
Parsons, is also pleased that Lechlade has reached this 
final stage in the process:

“Neighbourhood Planning is one of the powers 
introduced by the Localism Act to give residents 
more influence over planning issues within their area. 
Although they must follow national and local strategic 
policies, Neighbourhood Plans can give communities 
more of a say about what goes where, and what it looks 
like. This marks the culmination of a lot of hard work by 
the Town Council and officers at CDC and I am grateful 
to them for their efforts.”

Lechlade Neighbourhood Plan referendum  
signals milestone for Cotswolds
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Corinium Museum awarded £62,000 
resilience support funding

The Arts Council England Museum 
Resilience Fund has awarded 
£62,100 to the Corinium Museum, 
Cirencester, for its project ‘Beyond 
Corinium’.
This exciting project aims to 
develop the museum’s long-term 
resilience, including using digital 
technology in their marketing and 
business planning. An updated 
website with the facility of online 
bookings will enable people to 
book events and activities easily. 
There will also be new software to 
help volunteers and a user-friendly 
searchable collections database.

The Museum resilience fund 
supports museums in adapting 
to economic, environmental and 
social changes so they can continue 
delivering high quality work.
Amanda Hart, Museum Director, 
said: “We are delighted that the 
Arts Council England has given us 
this vital funding support which 
will radically transform our online 
presence and help us to achieve 
our long term resilience goals as 
a Museum. The project ‘Beyond 
Corinium’ will raise our profile and 
help us to reach a wide audience. 
We want to share our incredible 

collections with as many people as 
possible both in the museum and 
virtually.”



Learn to earn more - BOOK NOW
This autumn Cotswolds Tourism is running more training courses with Tourism Growth, aimed at ensuring tourism 
businesses are informed and kept up to date with ways to promote their offers and drive up income. 

The first course at Calcot Manor near Tetbury, is titled ‘Getting More Sales from Your Website’ which will run on 5 October; 
this will cover how you can make your website really perform for your business and deliver increased sales and profits. 

On 3 November we are running ‘Selling More Meetings, Conferences and Events’ at Cotswolds Hotel and Spa, Chipping 
Norton. Aimed at larger businesses that host meetings, delegates will learn how to win more meeting, conference and 
event business in this highly competitive marketplace. This course will help you to plan your strategy, generate more 
enquiries and convert a higher percentage of leads. Discover new opportunities for maximising your revenue and 
achieving repeat business for the future. 

Tourism Growth is always looking for course venues, so if you are interested in hosting please contact them to find out 
more. Ideally the location needs to have good parking facilities for delegates travelling to the course. 

To register your interest or book either of the above courses please go to www.tourismgrowth.co.uk/training-courses-
events/ cotswolds-courses or email Tourism Growth at bookings@ tourismgrowth.co.uk or telephone 01923 465522. 
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Calendar 
CIRENCESTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Meetings take place on second Wednesday of each month from 6 pm to 8 pm. If you would like to receive a regular reminder, send 
your details to secretary@ccoc.org.uk    

NOTE – The next edition of Business Matters will include a round-up of the Cirencester Chamber of Commerce Business Awards which 
take place on 13 May. Anyone who requires details prior to the event should contact info@cirencesterchamber.org.uk

FAIRFORD AND LECHLADE BUSINESS CLUB 
Evening meetings are held at 7.30pm and breakfast meetings quarterly (March, June, September and December) at 8am on the fourth 
Thursday of the month. See www.flbc.org.uk for details.

TETBURY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
Committee meetings take place on Thursday evenings from 6.30 pm to 9 pm. Contact 01666 502436 for details or go to  
www.tetburychamber.org.uk

Training events 
For details of training and business support services provided by  
Gloucestershire Enterprise Ltd, see www.glosenterprise.co.uk/

Full Council, Council Chamber, Cirencester 
27 Sept, 13 Dec

Cabinet, Council Chamber, Cirencester 
15 Sept, 2 Oct, 17 Nov

Planning and Licensing Committee, Council Chamber, 
Cirencester 
12 Oct, 9 Nov, 14 Dec

Overview and Scrutiny Committee, Council Chamber, 
Cirencester 
6 Dec

Please check www.cotswold.gov.uk for start times  
and agendas details/minutes

Forthcoming Public meetings at Cotswold District Council


