
WYCK RISSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 6th September 2021 at 6.00 pm in the Village 

Hall 
 
Present:  Tim Simon (Chairman), Andrew Fifield, Brian Finnimore, Robert Montague, Hilary Ponti, 
Louise Fifield (Clerk), Esther Trinder (co-opted councillor), GCC Councillor Mark MacKenzie-
Charrington, District Councillor Andrew Maclean  
 
In attendance: 6 residents 
 
Chairman’s welcome 
 
TS welcomed everyone to the meeting including Hazel McKinna who takes over as Parish Clerk as from 
1st December. She is currently clerk at Lower Slaughter and her home village of Shipton Oliffe. 
 

Apologies  
There were no apologies 
 

Declarations of Interest. 
 
Declarations of interest were received from ET ref Olive Hill application and BF ref Pear Tree Cottage 
application 

 

• Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 14th June 2021 were approved and signed.  

• Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting on 28th June 2021  

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) was approved and signed. 

 

• Matters Arising 
 

Response from the Conservative group to the letter from Quenington PC signed by many other 
Cotswold parish councils, WRPC included, regarding planning applications. 
It is felt that the new system (introduced by the Lib Dems when they took control of the District 
Council) of delegating most decision making to Council officers means there is no opportunity 
for Ward Councillors or PCs to have their comments properly heard which is undemocratic and 
should be changed. 

2nd Dog bin 
It was agreed that despite our efforts to cut costs this year, a second dog bin is required at the 
southern end of the village. Andrew Maclean warned us that there might be a limit to the 
number of bins Ubico would empty, and we are a small village.  AF felt that there are many 
walkers on the Cotswold Way using the dog bins. LF is waiting to hear from Publica the cost of 
installation. One resident at the meeting pledged a contribution and since the meeting, other 
members of the PC have agreed to contribute. 

Filming Enquiry 
Unfortunately, Wyck Rissington was not chosen as the location for the filming discussed at the 
last meeting.  AF reported that it was because we had asked for an increase to the fee 
suggested. 

Defibrillator Demonstration. 
John Turner is happy to give a ‘refresher’ defibrillator demonstration. An October date will be 
forthcoming 

WRVH Trust – Legal Structure 
TS told the meeting he had been advised that the matter of appointing new VH Trustees is not a 
PC concern.  For clarification, BF explained that there are two forms of Trustee – i) the Trustees 
of the VH Trust (a charity), and ii) the current members of the VH committee, charged with the 
running of the VH.  The VH Trustees are legally responsible should the VH discontinue to 
operate or the VH committee cease to exist.  ET said that the legal structure which she has 
reviewed is  very unwieldy and would benefit from up-dating. 

  



 

• Management of the Green and Roads 
 
Hay Crop  
The Green has been cut during the last week in August, one month later than usual, due to the 
adverse weather conditions in June and July.  The borders and areas around the trees have 
also been satisfactorily cut, thus making it unnecessary to employ Meadows for this.  There 
have been 2 items of damage: a stone has been hit near the small pond which in turn as 
dislodged a much larger stone which has fallen into the pond outlet.  ET will arrange for this to 
be removed together with some other work being done at Olive Hill. Also, a no-parking sign 
under the tree by the VH has been broken beyond repair.  It was agreed not to replace this as 
there is a second undamaged one on the other (pond) side of the verge which will be sufficient. 

Signage/blocked gullies 
The second horse and rider sign, due to be situated at the top of the drainpipe, still hasn’t 
materialised, because a post is needed.  TS has chased this several times without success.  We 
are also still awaiting replacement of the sun-bleached weight limit signs at the Little Rissington 
end of Wyck Beacon road.  Also, on the list of tasks reported and not undertaken is the blocked 
gulley at the junction of Wyck Beacon road and the A424 Stow/Burford Road.  M M-C is aware 
of these delays and is hopeful for a result. 

Deed of Access to Wyck Cottage 
Currently on hold. 

Chestnut tree outside Wyck Cottage 
Bartletts have confirmed that this red chestnut which are more prone to bleeding canker is on its 
way out, (but may last until next season) quoted £550 to fell and replace.  This gives a guide 
towards next year’s budget. 
 

• Management of the Ponds – RM 
 

Rain is needed! 
Jack Smith will clear the pond as previously arranged. The EA have approved his invoice of 
£150 for continuing to deal with the water primrose – which has significantly reduced but has not 
totally disappeared.  RM will be speaking to the EA again in November.  Jack will complete his 
normal monthly work to include spraying any weed growing from the bank.  The plan is to deal 
with the small pond in October. 

 
 

• County Council News: report by Councillor Mark MacKenzie-Charrington (M M-C):  
 
The report had been previously circulated to the PC and the attendees of the meeting 
included the following relevant issues. 
 

• The County Council is working closely with the Government over resettlement of Afghan 
refugees. 7 properties are in the process of being prepared for arrivals within the next 
week. The ambition is to offer homes for 35 families 

• The train service from Worcester to Oxford and London is to be enhanced to include 
more dual track and station upgrades to accommodate longer trains 

• A new team of Covid Response Officers has been established to assist the NHS ‘track & 
trace’. Team members will contact Covid-19 positive people by telephoning and making 
home visits so ensuring welfare checks are in place and assistance with food and 
medical deliveries while self-isolating 

• Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust has just announced £101m investment 
into Cheltenham General & Gloucestershire Royal Hospitals. This will provide better 
care, reduce waiting times and ensuring fewer cancellations. There will be 2 new 
theatres in Cheltenham with a capacity of 3,000 additional operations each year, a new 
Day Surgery Unit and extensive refurbishment of the Radiology Department and 
provision of the latest scanners. Gloucester will have an extended Emergency 
Department with improved Mental Health provision, an enlarged Acute Medical 
Assessment Unit, a new 24 bed ward and a pioneering hub for image guided 
interventional surgery, making it one of the finest units in the country. 



• The County Council is promoting a Fast-Track Assessment for new foster carers in 
response to the increasing number of children and young people coming under council 
care. There are currently 840 being looked after by the community 

• GCC has won a national award for: 
1. Supporting school leavers with apprenticeship training 
2. Investing in local businesses, inspiring them to recruit and support apprentices 
3. Boosting skills and local economy 

• The County Council Trading Standards have signed up the nationwide It’s The Read 
Deal scheme along with Cirencester Market to protect consumers by ensuring that legal 
and not counterfeit goods are available 

 

• District Council Update: Report by Andrew Maclean 
 
AM told the meeting that the administration is getting back to work, with the first Council 
meeting being held in two weeks.  Cabinet has agreed to apply for a loan of £50M for 
Cirencester, to invest in building including social housing.  There are no details yet.  AM is 
now on the planning and licensing committee, looking at the (few) applications that come to 
this committee.   The first is a large development in Cirencester awaiting final agreement for 
the first 150 of a 2,300-housing project. 
At the crowd funding appeal, the Bourton Councillors are looking at turning the old railway 
into a greenway for cyclists.  The Feasibility study is being prepared, and if anyone has any 
opinions on this, please let AM know.  The humpback bridge over the old railway line 
between Wyck and the Fosse Way could for example have an access path.  It was agreed 
that this could be problematic due to parking and dangerous location for pedestrians/cyclists.  
Other issues:  HP was concerned about the closure of the bridleway between Wyck and Little 
Rissington. This is being discussed at the Little Rissington PC meeting being held later this 
evening. 
A resident voiced her extreme disappointment that she had not received a reply or 
acknowledgement to her formal letter of complaint to Cotswold DC regarding her planning 
application.  AM will follow up. 

 

• Planning: 
 

1. Agricultural building for storage of hay/straw and machinery – Court Hayes Farm, Wyck 
Beacon.  
Several councillors have raised concerns: it is a large building proposed on the opposite 
side of the lane to the current buildings.  CDC have advised that there can’t be a 
structure more than 3 m high because it is within two miles of Upper Rissington airfield.  
The application has now been withdrawn.  The owner is keen to seek the PC’s opinion 
on an application for a racing stable to include 25 boxes with gallops up the side of the 
hedge.  The consensus was that the PC would be happy to support this providing 
access was not directly opposite the current gate into the farm buildings, as this would 
cause problems in the narrow lane. 

2. Olive Hill planning application 
ET had previously circulated the PC and the village with the proposals.  The new 
building will follow a similar footprint, but as the current building is a new building 
wrapped around an old one, it has become difficult to make internal alterations, so it is 
considered the best option to start with a completely new building.  The aim is to achieve 
living rooms at the other, sunnier end.  The Trinders are looking into using the track from 
Olive Hill to the A424 for the heavy construction traffic and will be recycling a lot of the 
demolition material on site, thus significantly reducing traffic through the village.  
Demolition work is scheduled for January 2022 and the whole contract is likely to take 18 
months. The property will be empty in November in order for the Bat Care people to 
begin the task of encouraging the bats to leave safely – provision is being made for them 
to return once the building is completed.  The proposals were discussed and widely 
supported by the PC and those attending the meeting. Since the meeting, the PC has 
registered support for the application on the CDC planning portal. 

3. Maces Farm updates  
Nothing further to discuss 

4. Pear Tree Cottage demolition of wall and replacement driveway gates 
Application approved 



5. Porters Farm: Demolition of existing boiler housing, erection of glass link extension, 
addition of external boiler and flue 
Application approved 

6. Public path diversion at Heath Hill Farm 
A neighbouring landowner has applied to divert the public footpath, in order to keep 
young thoroughbreds away from the existing footpath. In return the owner is proposing 
to open up a new footpath around the perimeter of the farm thus creating a circular walk. 
Gloucestershire CC has published a Public Diversion order. The PC supports the 
application. 
 

• Risk plan – reserves policy 
 
TS explained that before discussing the budget at the next meeting, the Council should decide 
whether we have a policy regarding reserves held.  The Good Councils Guide recommends that 
we hold between 25% and 100% of annual expenditure. After discussion, it was agreed that it 
should be 100% of the average of the last 5 years, this reflecting the fact that unusually we are 
responsible for over 40 trees which tree specialists have advised are nearing the end of their life 
and will need felling and replacement, currently at the rate of one a year but with the prospect 
that this is likely to increase  Agreed that this policy on reserves should be incorporated into our 
financial procedures in the Risk Plan. 

 

• Finance Report BF 
 
This had been previously circulated. 
The estimated closing position of £3,437 at the end of this financial year is lower than in 
recent years and below 100%. so it is anticipated that an increase in precept will be 
necessary in 2022/23 but this will be discussed at the December meeting following 
agreement of the budget. 
 

• Letters and Emails received by the Clerk 
 
A letter from Cotswold Friends asking for financial support.  It was agreed that, because of the 
desire to reduce spending this year, the request should be reviewed next year.  

 

• A.O. B.   
 

An apology.  
 AF apologised for the continuing heap of sand, stone and rubble outside Honeysuckle Cottage 
during the current building work.  It is understood that a skip may be positioned in front of 
Honeysuckle Cottage once the unsightly pile has been removed – hopefully soon! 

Village Mailing List and proposed WhatsApp group 
LF has offered to continue running the village mailing list as a ‘village notice board’ offering 
information other than PC business for which Hazel McKinna will be responsible as from 
December.  Unfortunately, it will mean another form for everyone to complete in order to satisfy 
GDPR requirements.  Alongside this, it is proposed to set up a Wyck Rissington WhatsApp 
Group which, once set up, can be accessed, and used by group members – and so will be an 
immediate form of electronic notice board, used by smartphone users. 

Clerk’s last meeting 
This is the last meeting for LF as clerk and she was thanked by TS for all her efforts over the 
last twelve years for the Parish Council and the village. She was presented with a card and 
Burford Garden Centre gift voucher from the residents of Wyck Rissington.  She was very 
grateful and immensely appreciative of their generosity. 

 
 
Date for the next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 6th December at 6.00 pm in the Village Hall  
 

Signed :Tim Simon       Date: 6th December 2021 

    


